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Have you ever seen a magic show and watched the magicians perform there 

magic tricks?  It might have been a card trick, or making a coin disappear or 

reappear.  And as you may know, a magician always has an assistant who 

helps the magician to  perform his or her tricks. One of my favorite tricks was 

when the assistant would be asked to step into a box.  The magician would 

then close and lock the box and perhaps put ropes around it. As people 

watched with great anticipation, the magician would tap the box with his or 

her wand, untie the ropes, unlock and open the lid. To everyone’s 

amazement, when the box was opened, it was empty. 

On the Sunday morning after Jesus was crucified, two women named Mary 

went to visit the tomb where Jesus had been buried. When they arrived, there 

was a great earthquake and an angel came and rolled away the huge stone 

that had been covering the entrance to Jesus' tomb. The angel sat on the 

stone and said to the two women, "Do not be afraid; I know that you are 

looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for he has been raised, as 

he said. Come, see the place where he lay." You see, the stone was not rolled 

away so that Jesus could get out of the grave, it was rolled away so that his 

followers could go in and see that the tomb was empty. 

I always knew that the magician making his assistant disappear from the box 

was just a trick, but the empty tomb of Jesus was not a trick. Jesus had risen, 

just as he said he would! Today we celebrate the fact that the stone was 

rolled away, not so Jesus could come out, but so that we could see that he 

has risen from the grave, and because of his victory over death, we can enter 

into eternal life with him. 

Let’s pray: Heavenly Father, we are thankful that the stone has been rolled 

away and because the grave is empty, we can enter into eternal life with you. 

In Jesus' name we pray, amen. 
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