Each number represents a letter of the alphabet. Substitute the correct letter for
the numbers to reveal the coded words.
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G|V|IH|[U|JL|[R[N|W|[CI|[E|P|[T|[N|X|AI[F
1/12|3|4|5|6|7|[8|9|10([1]|12|13|14|15]| 16
y|lJ|S|[D|]I1|]U|[Z|O|]A|M|[Q|[K|O]| i |BJ|E
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1. 11-6-10-11-25-6-10
2. 2-24-21-9-10
3. 20-10-19-10-6-12
4. 19-12-6-25-21-1-3-12
5. 11-25-12-3-19
6. 9-24-7-16-10-19-19
7. 19-21-7-19
8. 31-25-11-12-21-23-10
BAPTIZE PREPARE VOICE STRAIGHT
SINS PATHS DESERT CONFESS
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Preparivg our hearts for Cnrist's coming,
(Tsaian 40:2-4)
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Does your family have any travel plans during the Christmas holidays? Do any
of you ever go to visit out-of-town family or friends? We did when | was little.

Some of my fondest childhood memories of the Christmas holidays were
times when we went to visit my grandmother. | don't know how many times
we made that trip to my grandmother's house, but there was always some
part of the motorway that was being repaired. There were signs that said,
"Slow Down — Road Works Ahead" and we would see road diggers, gravel
trucks, and a lot of men working on the motorway. | always thought to myself,
"What a nice motorway this will be when it is finished and there is no more
road works." That was many years ago and | still travel that motorway from
time to time. Guess what? They are still working on it! You see, by the time
they finish working on one part of the motorway, there is another place that
needs to be repaired! Even some part they have repaired before may need to
be repaired again. They will never finish working on it.

The childhood memory of those holiday trips to grandmother's house reminds
me of the story of the first Christmas. The Bible tells us that God sent a man
named John to prepare the way for the coming of Jesus. John told the people
to make a motorway in the desert for their God. He told them to make the
crooked ways straight and to make the rough places smooth. John wasn't
really talking about building a motorway upon which Jesus could travel. He
was really talking about the hearts of the people. He was calling people to
prepare their hearts to receive Jesus so that he could walk among them and
live with them.

During this special season of the year when we celebrate Jesus’ birth and
look forward to the day when he will come again, you and | need to make
sure that we are ready. We need to look into our hearts and ask God to make
our crooked ways straight and smooth out the rough places. Oh, | know, we
have done it before, but it is just like that highway to grandmother’s house,
the job is never finished. Every day we do things that we shouldn't 'o and we
need to ask God to forgive us and to make our hearts clean.

Dear Father, prepare our hearts for Jesus’ return. Make our crooked ways
straight and our rough places smooth. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen.
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