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LA SOLIDARITE  
ANGLICANE DE LILLE 
 
 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Monday 23 March 2026 at 20:00 
Held online via Zoom 
 
 
Present: 7 members were present and were able to vote.  
Apologies had been received from: Constantin Thieffry 
 
The secretary confirmed that there were currently 29 people on the electoral roll. She noted that for 
the Solidarité AGM, the previous electoral roll was still in force; the renewed electoral roll for 2026 
only comes into force at the end of March. 
 
1 Welcome by the President 
The President, F Coester, welcomed those present. 
 
2 Minutes of the AGM 25 March 2025  
The minutes were accepted as a true record. 
2a Matters arising 
The committee noted with regret that Tom Boon had moved to Paris and was therefore unable to 
continue on the committee. 
 
3 Committee 
The committee is currently as follows.  
 

President Frances Coester 
Secretary Rosemary Ulyett 
Treasurer Constantin Thieffry  

Suzanne Bray  
David Bolton 

 Maggie Devos 
Ex-officio CCL 
Treasurer 

Tony Banton 

 
Elections 
There were no candidates to serve on the committee.  
 
4 Report on the previous year 
The President reported on activities in 2025 
 
The aim is always to donate 10 % of the income of Christ Church (which means the joint income of 
Christ Church Lille and of the Solidarité) and to share this money between local, national and 
international causes. 
Every year, the grants committee meets to decide on which causes will receive grants. The committee 
bases its decisions on the total income for the previous year. 
It is clear that the loss of income from previously possible fund-raising events (Braderie, Christmas 
market) has meant that available funds are limited. 
However, the financial report will show some hopeful signs for future giving. 
Last year, we were able to give to the ICS, Beth Abi, Abej and the Diocesan Fund for Refugees. The 
work of these organisations will be shared with the congregation. 
It was noted that in the absence of a chaplain, no discretionary fund was allocated last year. 
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5 Financial report 
Christ Church Lille (a 1905 religious organisation) and La Solidarité Anglicane de Lille (a 1901 
association) are part of the same church; however, French law requires us to present separate 
accounts.  
A 1901 association is able to give donations, and many if not most chaplaincies in France separate 
their accounts in this way. 
 
The CCL Treasurer reported on the accounts, a copy of which is available on the website. 
 

 
 
In the absence of C Thieffry, T Banton presented the accounts. 
Remarks: 
- accounting is done on a cash basis, ie income and expenditure are only registered when they hit the 
bank account; there are no accruals 
- the Pentecostal church have confirmed some monies owing, both from additional use and from the 
increased fee per use 
- the Old Catholics now pay their fee to the Solidarité, not to CCL; we invoice them at the end of the 
year; as the payment for 2025 used was only received in January 2026, that income of €440 will be 
recorded in 2026’s accounts 
- This means that an additional €1,100 will be recorded in income in 2026 compared to 2025 - €440 
for Old Catholic’s 2025 church usage and €630 for the increase in charge rate and additional usage of 
the Pentecostals. 
- In addition, 2026 income should show a further increase of €820 (€140 for the OCs and €680 for 
the Pentecostals) as the charge per use has increased to €70 from 1 January 2026. In addition, the 
Pentecostals continue to request additional dates which will further increase income in 2026. 
 
Following the increased rate for use of the church, and the change in payments for the Old Catholics, 
we should have enough income at the end of 2026 to contemplate arriving at the aim of 10% of total 
income being available for outreach. 
The accounts were approved unanimously, with thanks to the Treasurer for his work and to the CCL 
Treasurer for his participation and input. 
 
6 Outreach is more than financial support 
M Devos explained that we reach out in human terms in addition to offering financial support: 
- we actively practise ecumenism by offering support and use of the building to other churches: the 
Pentecostal church and the Old Catholics 
- we offer the use of our hall and storage for the Ligue Humanitaire, through links with Tom Boone; 
this group helps the homeless and destitute in Lille 
- we offer time, money, volunteers and kindness as much as we can. 
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7 Closing remarks 
The President F Coester said that this organisation was set up in 2008 and until recently, has been 
able to meet its target of 10% giving. The previous fund-raising activities might no longer be possible, 
but every year, we do what we can.  
We need to be more active in promoting this activity in the congregation and maybe recruiting more 
volunteers. We look forward to doing more in the future. 
 
There being no other business, the meeting closed in prayer. 
 
R Ulyett, Secretary, 24 March 2026 


