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Showing Our Love For Jesus
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Whoever has my commands and keeps them
is the one who loves me.
John 14:21
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Thewme: Obeyivg the commands of Jesus shows
. our love for nim. (Joln 14:0)
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How many of you have a pet? What kind of pet do you have? When | was a child, |
had a pet parakeet named Pete. | spent hours playing with Pete and even taught him
to talk. He would say, "Pete's a pretty bird. Pretty boy, pretty boy." We usually left the
door to Pete's cage open during the day. When | walked in the door after school,
Pete would fly to me and land on my shoulder. | loved that bird! Do you know how |
showed Pete that | loved him? | took care him. | made sure that his cage was kept
clean. | made sure that he had plenty of food and water. One of the most important
ways | showed my love was by spending time with him.

Now, if | came over to your house and watched you and your pet together, how could
| tell that you love your pet? What kind of things do you do to show your love? It is
important to remember that it isn't enough to say you love your pet. Loving isn't
something you say, it is something you show by the things you do. It is the a way you
act toward someone or something.

Now, let me ask you a question. Do you love Jesus? How does Jesus know that you
love him? What can you do to show Jesus that you love him? That is a hard question
to answer, isn't it?

In today’s Gospel lesson, Jesus gives his disciples the answeer to that question. Jesus
said, "Those who accept my commandments and obey them are the ones who love
me. And because they love me, my Father will love them. And | will love them."

It isn't enough just to say we love Jesus. Instead, we have to show God our love by
DOING the right things — just like you show your love to your pets and your parents
and your friends.

So, what are some things we can do to show our love for Jesus? The Bible is a good
place to find the answer. | have listed a few ways that | found, perhaps you can think
of some more.

Love one another (John 13:34-35)

Worship him (Luke 4:8)

Tell others about Jesus (Acts 1:8)

Talk to him daily in prayer (Matthew 26:41)
Read his Word (Psalm 119:11)

Forgive others as you forgive us (Matthew 6:15)

Let's Pray: Heavenly Father, we are quick to tell you that we love you — but we know
that we need to show our love too. Help us to show our love for — just as you show
your love for us. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen.

Show the love of Jesus

| can show my friends that Jesus loves them.



